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same degree of civilised restriction had not, fortunately, yet
been achieved there. Various causes held him in Tahiti for
over eighteen months more, but the longer he was obliged
to stay the greater became his determination to make one last
attempt to escape from the imbeciles of his encompassing world.
During the recent experiments that he had been making in
printing from wood-cuts, he had stumbled on a discovery which,
when perfected, he considered might revolutionise printing,
particularly work for fine editions. With the object of perfecting
his discovery chemically, he entered into an arrangement with
a cashiered artillery officer, whose professional misfortunes had
not apparently altered his capabilities in other directions. He
had had to risk the theft of his discovery by his collaborator.
From the absence of any later reference to this discovery, it
may be concluded that the process could not be chemically
perfected, although, with Gauguin's ability for being tricked
and cheated, it is not inconceivable that this happened to him
also over this.
While waiting to know the result of Daniel's negotiations
with Vollard, Gauguin heard of Chaudet's death, and a num-
ber of facts appeared which showed that even he had not
acted with entire honesty* The large debt, which Gauguin had
left behind when he returned to Tahiti and which Chaudet had
arranged to collect in instalments of 150 francs a month, had
been fully settled two years before, although Chaudet had not
told Gauguin nor sent him the money. His former debtor
had even also bought three of his pictures, of which Gauguin
had likewise known nothing, Chaudet's accounts showed the
sale of his Cezannes at an extraordinarily low figure, although
paintings by Cezanne were beginning to fetch good prices.
The whole position was highly unsatisfactory, but Gauguin
could do nothing beyond writing to the dealer's brother to
say that he could not understand the accounts and that he
was obliged to give the matter up as hopeless* Instead of
passing judgment on him, however, his charitableness again
obtained the upper hand and he concluded that the whole
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